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military authority would hold them to account for
iL? excesses committed during the months of March
and April. In short, there was no longer in the
country open defiance of authority, and the moment
had come to dispatch to Egypt the promised Com-
mission of Inquiry. But public business detained the
members at home, and the Commission % did not
commence their investigation until the succeeding
winter. It was then too late to save Egypt to the
Empire.

Thus closed the first stage of a political campaign
which, from the winter of 1918-19, Egypt waged
unceasingly against the British Occupation. The
leaders of the movement could have drawn little encour-
agement from the result of the opening phase. England
had triumphed all along the line, riveting more
firmly than ever her fetters about the necks of Egyp-
tians. To all appearance, Egypt had lost temporarily
the prospect of exercising the few pretensions to
constitutional government and to political freedom
which she possessed at the outbreak of war. It was
highly improbable either that the Legislative Assembly,
adjourned since the 1st November 1914, would be
allowed to meet in the course of the coming winter,
or that Ministers would assume their former control
over the administration of the country. Martial law
would continue to over-ride civil law, and Egyptians
be forbidden to express their opinion in public.

Dispassionate observers had expected no other
ending to the adventure. To suppose that Egypt
could intimidate Great Britain was pure madness;
and, as if anxious to prove her insanity, she had
launched the campaign at the most unpropitious
moment. The Canal zone was flooded with British
and Indian troops out of Syria and Palestine, awaiting
passage home to demobilize, and at no previous
moment in the course of the War had the Army so